
Cats on Norfolk Island 

Background 

It is clear that the issue of wild/feral cats on the island is causing increasing impact on the island’s 

wildlife. Many visitors and locals expressed distress at the large number of beheaded seabirds at 100 

Acres and Kingston over the 2016/17 summer, while bird destruction was also reported from other 

areas. Visitors are amazed at being able to observe nesting seabirds at close hand and a number 

return year after year to experience that as a part of the natural beauty of the Island. Unique plant 

and bird species, and a safe and peaceful environment make Norfolk Island seem Eden-like for 

visitors and many locals. They may not be declared bird- or nature-lovers, but enjoy the benefits of 

walking in our peaceful forests, and along our waterfront and clifftops. 

For over 25 years the Cat Welfare and Wildlife Protection Association of Norfolk Island (CW&WPA of 

NI) has provided funding for cat desexing, trapping assistance for problem feral cats and 

consciousness-raising publicity and encouragement for the community to keep cats in a more 

responsible manner. 

While acknowledging and respecting the fact that a cat might be the only family member for people 

living alone, and is their only company and source of affection, it has also been stressed that cats 

interacting with wildlife rarely leave the wildlife in a better position. A small number of households 

have built cat runs and are keeping their cats in a responsible way, preventing impact on wildlife, 

while still providing company and rodent control in their homes. 

After 25 years, the CW&WPA of NI is in the process of closing down. Those we have reached are 

doing a good job of protecting wildlife, and other cat owners are demonstrating that they have no 

interest in protecting wildlife, and furthermore are not protecting their cat from attack by dogs or 

feral cats and impacts of motor vehicles. Free-roaming cats are exposed to baited rats as well, and 

can die from eating a poisoned rodent. 

It is time for the onus of domestic cat protection to be on the owner, clearing the way for stronger 

actions to remove feral cats from the Island. A cat that is a loved family member should be treated as 

such. 

With a range of possibilities for feral cat control now available, the time is ripe for the actions 

relating to feral cats to be a proper reflection of the words spoken about our beautiful natural assets. 

We have talked the talk long enough, and now need to walk the walk. 

Of the 15 land bird species originally found here we now have fewer than half remaining. A further 

endemic bird, the White-breasted White-eye, was declared ‘Presumed Extinct’ only three years ago. 

This should not still be happening. Extinction is forever, and for ongoing extinctions to be occurring 

on the Island when other possibilities exist, is a blot on our plan to be “The Best Small Island in the 

World”. 
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