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FOREWORD

This is a specialised publication about Norfolk Island and its surrounds, with
contributions from a dedicated group of individuals. It is edited by Graham
Jurd and printed by Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service, both
demonstrating genuine regard for the special nature of Norfolk Island's
environment.

The history of humans in Norfolk Island has a span upwards of 200 years. This
history is enthralling.

The story of the Island's natural environment is equally fascinating. It has
evolved over the three million years since the Island was thrown from the sea by
volcanic action.

In 1979 Norfolk Island embarked upon its path to internal self government. An
aspiration of this magnitude can be assisted beyond measure by placing detail
about the Island - in its broadest spectrum - in the standard education system.
By this process potential adult community members are encouraged to grasp,
appreciate and preserve the Island's true values and realise its potential. Such a
spectrum of knowledge should cover the modern concepts of the Island's
economy, the traditional aspects exampled by its history and culture, and those
subjects that find a bridge between the two, such as The Environment.

This resource document provides material and references for educators at the
Norfolk Island School to equip students with knowledge about their homeland.
This is the-first of its kind in Norfolk Island and its production is applauded.

Hon. David E. Buffett, AM,MLA.
Norfolk Island
21 November 1989
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